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at Segangan was made up of more than 3,500 fighters of
the Riff.
The advance toward Sebt was considered "as one of the
most delicate and difficult operations imposed by the recon-
quest, not only in the conditions of the terrain, favourable
to the enemy, but also by being the point where the latter
could concentrate great contingents of men with convenient
approaches for their assembly or dispersion. In order to esti-
mate its importance, it is enough to point out that the control
of these approaches would give us possession of Gurugu."
On the ist of October this operation was carried out. San-
jurjo's column, in which were incorporated Franco's Legion-
naires, had as its task the occupation of the ancient position
of Ulad-Dau, on the plateau of the same name.
The battle, which was begun at dawn, did not end until
night. The enemy knew well what was at stake, and held out
to the death without retreating. Abd-el-Krim himself was at
the head of his troops, some of whom were dressed in khaki
and manoeuvred in European fashion. "A hard day and a
real battle/' said the High Commissioner,'' but also a day of
glory for our arms; not only in the bravery with which the
troops fought, successful in defeating a numerous enemy
who yielded no ground until we were face to face with them,
but also in the precision with which the columns manoeuvred,
and the skill demonstrated by their commanders."
Franco set down the inventory of the Legion's losses on
this day in his diary: Lieutenant Agulla, gravely wounded;
Lieutenant Urzaiz, gravely wounded; Captain Franco Sal-
gado, wounded; Lieutenant Espana, wounded; Lieutenant
Calvacho, twice wounded; Lieutenant Montero, gravely
wounded; 143 casualties among the troops.
During the thickest of the righting, when Major Franco
was approaching the Regulars of Ceuta, and both detach-
ments were meeting a stiff resistance, he saw the lieu-